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Instructor: Joan Larson
Date: Friday, May 30, 2025
Time: 9 AM - 4 PM
Location: FD6

Full-Day Workshop: Animals in Pastel

A step-by-step process from the initial drawing to rendering the finished animal.

1.	“Getting It Right at the Beginning” will focus on learning the techniques to create an accurate 
drawing of the structure of the animal. This does not require a detailed knowledge of anatomy; 
instead I will show you basic techniques that you can apply to any animal that will ensure an 
accurate drawing.

2.	“The pleasure and pitfalls of photographs” and how to fill in what your photo doesn’t or can’t 
tell you.

3.	Topics we will cover include:

•	 How and where to start

•	 Life-like eyes

•	 How to render short and long hair or fur so it looks realistic

•	 How to use your darks

•	 Painting towards the light

•	 Layering your colours to develop depth

•	 All-black and all-white animals

•	 Finishing touches and when to stop

Supply List: 
•	 Drawing materials, sketchbook, pencils, etc.

•	 If you have a newsprint pad, bring it.  We will be doing rough sketches to learn about structure.

•	 Pastels & Pastel Paper of your choice

•	 Bring whatever you will need to work on the animal of your choice

•	 Reference photos  -  we will cover how to select a good portrait photo, so if you have a bunch, 
bring them.

Miscellaneous Materials such as:

•	 Hand towels for cleaning your fingers and your pastels

•	 Tracing tissue is a valuable tool . . . for protecting your pastel painting as well as doing overlay 
sketches of your drawings

•	 Folder or portfolio for carrying your work

•	 Drawing Board – foam cor makes an excellent surface to tape your paper to as it lightweight, rigid 
and has a smooth cushioned surface.  2 pieces taped together make a great porfolio.

Please bring whatever you need to be as self sufficient as possible.


