PASTELARTISTS.CA

Instructor: Gail Sibley

Date: Saturday, May 31, 2025
Time: 9 AM - 12 PM

Location: HD7

Half-Day Workshop: Simplify to Amplify: The Two-Colour Workshop

This half-day workshop invites participants to embrace the challenge and creative potential of an
ultra-limited colour palette. By working with only two colours—each in three values—plus a very
light and very dark pastel, artists will explore how constraint can lead to an unexpected freedom of
expression.

We'll begin with a review of value fundamentals, using thumbnails to break down the subject

into three key value areas: dark, middle, and light. Participants will learn how to select their two
colours thoughtfully, exploring how colour choice impacts mood, focus, and the overall story of the
painting.

Through hands-on exercises, we'll push the boundaries of what can be achieved with these limited
tools. The emphasis will be on simplifying and honing in on the essence of the subject without
being limited by the tendency to copy “reality.”

This workshop is ideal for artists looking to move away from copying their reference photos. It

will help them get clear on what it is they want to say in their paintings, as well as refine their
understanding of values and intentional colour use. Participants will leave with a fresh perspective
on the power of less.

Supply List:
* A selection of your photos to work from

+ 1 full sheet of Canson Mi-Teintes neutral-coloured mid-value paper - “Felt Grey” is ideal - cut into
four

* Your pastels

* A sheet or two of the paper you usually work on, for example, UART, Lux Archival, Pastel Premier,
La Carte - whatever works for you! We will work small and the aim will be for you to try four
different versions of a painting.

* Vine charcoal for drawing up your piece
+ Sketchbook (white paper)
+ 2B and 4B pencils

* Markers - one grey (50%) and one black - with chisel and pointed ends is preferred eg.
Prismacolour



