PASTELARTISTS.CA

Instructor: Gail Sibley
Date: Sunday, June 1, 2025
Time: 9 AM -4 PM
Location: FD11

Full-Day Workshop: Thumbnail Bootcamp: Cracking the Code to
Stronger Paintings

In this full-day workshop, participants will explore the transformative power of thumbnails as a
foundation for compelling paintings. Often underestimated and underused, thumbnails provide a
practical and focused way to develop a painting's core purpose, refine design and composition, and
convey an artist’'s unique vision.

The day will be divided into key segments:

1. Breaking Down Values: Participants will learn how to reduce a complex image into three main
values—dark, middle, and light. This simplifies visual information, creating a strong and clear
foundation.

2. Compositional Exploration: Using thumbnails, we will experiment with design choices to find
compositions that are dynamic, that go beyond the obvious and ordinary, that focus on what
truly matters in a scene.

3. Value Dominance for Impact: We'll explore the role of value dominance—an often overlooked
tool—to create greater visual impact and emotional resonance.

By focusing on decision-making, simplification, and intention, this workshop will empower
participants to make their paintings not only stronger but also unmistakably their own.

The emphasis on hands-on practice and individual guidance will ensure every participant leaves
with the tools to incorporate thumbnails into their creative process on the power of less.

Supply List:

* Your photos - bring lots! Digital or printed
+ Sketchbook (white paper)

+ 2B and 4B pencils

« Markers - one grey (50%) and one black - with chisel and pointed ends is preferred eg.
Prismacolour

+ 1 full sheet of Canson Mi-Teintes neutral-coloured mid-value paper - “Felt Grey” is ideal - cut into
four.

+ A sheet of the pastel paper you usually work on, for example, UART, Lux Archival, Pastel Premier,
La Carte - whatever works for you! We will aim to get to at least one or perhaps two small pastel
pieces so bring enough paper for that.

* Your pastels



